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ROEHAMPTON PARTNERSHIP 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Roehampton Partnership (RP) meeting  
held on Tuesday 15th October 2024 at 7.00 p.m. 

 at University of Roehampton  
 
 
 
Present: 
  
The Revd. Joshua Rey       Holy Trinity Church (Chair)   
Cllr Jenny Yates      Roehampton Ward 
Angus Robertson   Our Roehampton 
Cllr Graeme Henderson  Roehampton Ward  
Cllr Matthew Tiller   Roehampton Ward 
Marc Newey    Chief Executive, Roehampton Club 
Tom Rowson        Chief Operating Officer, University of Roehampton  
Emma Lewis    Headteacher of Heathmere School 
Steve Fannon    Residents representative 
 
In Attendance:  
 
Carolyn Ward     Minute taker 
Nieves Carato    Local Resident 
Antony Arthur    Local Resident 
 
 
Online: 
 
James Quail Met Police 
Iain Sherman HTA 
Lucy Smith  HTA 
Simon Bayliss  HTA    
 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies  
 
Apologies were given by Deacon Kathy Johnson who was unable to attend and Natasha 
Beckwood who has now left the group as Focalpoint are closing down in Roehampton.  JR 
informed the group that the fairwell tea for Focalpoint is taking place 1st November from 10am – 
1pm at the Danebury Avenue shop.  
 
JR welcomed three consultants online from HTA.    
 
They explained that they were a large architecture company who were experts in landscape 
design and engagement specialists who look at the Masterplan, the People strand and review the 
work proposed, working with the community enabling a solution that everyone will support for a 
more positive future.  Their approach is to talk to everyone that has as a stake in that process, by 
exploring ideas and looking at strengths and weaknesses.  More meetings are planned, with a 
recent event Saturday morning in the Library which was well attended with good conversations 
with many residents.  It was noted that they would like to spend more time with this group to 
ensure that they take on all the views going forward.  They are planning more walkabouts and 
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workshops in the next couple of weeks.  Action OCT24/01:  HTA to send information that is 
on their website and invite the group to future events. 
 
JR asked what the timeline is for the proposals. 
 
It was noted that they have already had good ideas on improving the site that they are 
developing and a set of proposals should be ready in the Spring between March and May, with 
the intention of a Ballot in September. 
 
After introductions were made, the HTA consultants left the meeting. 
 
Cllr Yates advised that HTA are dealing with Area B and are trusted with designing the new 
homes and explained that she didn’t know when works would start as the Council have to apply 
for planning permission which is a lengthy process – an application from the Council itself is 
always subject to intense scrutiny. 
 
SF asked if there would be 3 options or just one, take it or leave it proposal.  Cllr Yates informed 
him that she doesn’t know the scope. 
 
The group discussed that a similar issue had happened before and Cllr Tiller had seen the files 
that SF was referring to.  Action OCT24/02:  Cllr Tiller to send files to Cllr Yates.  
 
 
2. Minutes and Matters Arising 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on 16th July were held as a true and correct record of the meeting 
and were approved. 
 
There were no matters arising. 

 

Previous Actions 

 

Action JUL24/01: JR to forward correspondence on for this to be followed up.    Complete. 
 
Action JUL24/02:  JR to follow up with Cllr Dikerdem who agreed to look into this matter to see if 
funds can be allocated to improve the playground.   It was noted that no response has been 
received from Cllr Dikerdem so JR will follow this up.  Action OCT24/03:  JR to follow this 
action up as no response has been received by Cllr Dikerdem re allocation of funds to 
improve the playground.    
 
Action JUL24/03:  Standing Committee to look at the prospect of putting together a Petition.  To 
be discussed in the meeting. 

 

Action JUL24/04:  Cllr Yates to follow up on pavement/road issue.  Update given under agenda 
item 4. 

 

Action JUL24/05:  CW to update the 2025 dates schedule and circulate to the Committee. 
Complete. 
 
 
3. Membership, including but not limited to NHS and Police  
 
JR informed the group two new members proposed for membership by the standing committee. 
 
The membership of the following were formally approved by the rest of the Committee. 
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• Colin Cooper – CEO of Wimbledon and Putney Commons  

• PC James Quail (or such other officer as he may nominate) – Metropolitan Police Service 
 
JR welcomed James and it was noted that he intends to join in-person in the future.  JR informed 
the group that Tessa Shields is now based in Berkshire so she will be looking for someone else 
to attend the meetings who can represent the NHS. 
 
JR asked the group anyone had other names of people who could be approached to join the 
group.  TR suggested representation from a local school and another suggestion was made to 
invite Dr Hassan at Alton Practice who was part of a primary care network.  Action OCT24/04: 
Partnership group to send contact details to JR. 
 
4. Transport Update   

 

The University of Roehampton bus 

 

Cllr Yates advised that on the 16th July the Council and the University of Roehampton finalised 
the agreement on the University’s shuttle bus. 

 

All members of the public can now use it free of charge during term time, hopping on anywhere 
on its route between Roehampton Vale ASDA and Putney Bridge Station.  It was noted that since 
the launch the bus had been used 1,000 times per week by members of the public.  Usage was 
more evident in the middle of the day. 

 

There has been an operational group set up to look at the usage, with PR events and leaflts 
helping to advertise this service. 

 

JR congratulated the Partnership on this result which would perhaps not have happened so 
quickly if without the Partnership’s input – important to acknowledge our successes when they 
occur. 

 

AA expressed concern whether this was a good use of council money funding the University of 
Roehampton bus, particularly given the route which is not optimal for Roehampton residents. Cllr 
Yates said that the money had come from  the ‘cost of living fund’ which was created by the 
Council: Roehampton was the most deprived area in Wandsworth with transport being the worst 
in the borough.  She explained that many people need to travel the route between Putney Vale 
and Putney Bridge Station and residents resented an empty bus going past when they had no 
transport.  The hope is that this is an interim measure.  It was noted that the closure of 
Hammersmith Bridge has added at least 12,000 vehicles a day to Putney Bridge which has 
impacted Putney highstreet with a knock on event with Roehampton. Fleur Anderson MP is 
lobbying to open Hammersmith Bridge.  There are works on Putney Bridge which is having an 
effect. 

 

Clly Yates was asked how much the Council was spending to fund the free bus and it was noted 
that the cost was £100,000 per year so people can use the bus free. 

 

Roehampton Transport Club 

 

The council has launched a new community minibus designed to connect people in Roehampton 
who have difficulty using public transport with popular local destinations for free.  It was noted 
that you need to book a space on the special bus.  There are spaces for 12 people, generally 
they are taking 4 to 5 people per day.  One issue is the minibus currently used is one that can 
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have wheel chairs aboard but it does not have seat belts for children under 12.  The minibuses 
that do provide seatbelts are unable to take wheelchairs so they are looking at having a mix.  Cllr 
Yates commented that she felt the minibus could be helpful for Parents with young children when 
they want to go the the local Asda.   

 

Currently they are trialling this service to see how it goes but would welcome feedback on how to 
make it more known for elderly people or people who are more isolated with mobility issues.  
They are also doing some outings, with one of those being a trip to Battersea Power Station.  
Currently the service is being run between Mondays – Wednesdays but may look to upscale. 

 

MN informed the group that Ibstock Place School have four minibuses which could help at certain 
times? 

 

Roadworks 

 

It was noted that at the bottom of Putney improvements have been made to make it easier for 
pedestrians to cross the road.  Cllr Yates informed the group that any work on any junctions rely 
on TFL.  It was hoped that works would proceed earlier but this is dependent on TFL as they 
have to hire signals and phase traffic flows.  It was reported that works will cause discrupton and 
it is unfortunate that there are temporary lights on the Upper Richmond Road.  Currently works 
are taking place between 7am – 7pm, Monday to Saturday and they have been looking about 
doing works Sunday which is unpopular with residents.  Cllr Yates has been in contact with the 
Head of Buses regarding the issue. 

 

MN asked why the council cannot action any works at night. It was noted that they are already 
doing some night working but it is difficult to do at night because issues around noise.  She has 
been talking to engineers today and a proposal for Sunday and night working.  Workmen doing 
the work are Council’s own in-house team, putting in new islands, paving and installation of 
conduit wiring for the signals from TFL. 

 

TFL Buses 

 

NC commented that there were not enough buses and has had to wait 40 minutes outside the 
station to come to Roehampton, which has not been a one off and has found it quicker to walk 
from Putney then wait for a bus. 

 

Cllr Yates informed the group that TFL have added three buses, one of them being an additional 
85 per hour. 

 

Cllr Yates was asked about bringing the speed limit down to 20 miles per hour on Roehampton 
Lane.  It was noted that it was the Council’s commitment to do this but not easy to achieve at it is 
a Red Route.  Cllr Yates does have some data on the volume between Alton Road to Rosslyn 
Road to make a good argument to TFL.  JR asked if they could have this data.  Action 
OCT24/05: Cllr Yates to share this data if possible.  

 
SF raised a concern about bus usage data, arguing that is not dependable as it only measures 
people tapping on and not tapping off so it cannot say how full the bus is at any given time.  Cllr 
Yates informed the group that they do conduct surveys to see if people cannot get on buses 
because they are too full. 

 

The group reverted to the perennial difficulty of buses being cancelled at the Green Man.  It was 
noted that this happens because the drivers would otherwise be over their legal hours.  Cllr Yates 
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asked the group to send her an email when they have had a bad experience, as she has been 
forwarding residents emails as it is good for TFL to see real life experiences.   

Action OCT24/06: Partnership to forward emails to Cllr Yates if they have recently 
experienced a bad bus journey. 

 

It was noted that consideration is being given to making the 170 a double decker, to increase 
capacity.  This would mean dividing the route in two at Clapham Junction (because of a low 
bridge between Clapham Junction and Victoria) which has indeed historically been the pattern.    
It was noted if the petition could be shared with the group.   

Action OCT24/07: Cllr Yates to send petition to EL so this can be circulated further. 

 

Barnes – Zone 2 

 

It was noted that there was an action from the July meeting for a petition to be put together to 
bring Barnes into Zone 2.  Cllr Yates informed the group that they would need well over 1,000 
signatures, possibly more.  JR asked if the group have the energy to do things in between 
meetings.  It was noted that SF has reached out to the London Assembly and you can use the 
change.org website for petitions which are free. 

 

AR said he was happy to include something in the Roehampton Voice which would be 7000 
people. 

 

JR asked if SF would take the lead on this.  Action OCT24/08:  SF to draft something what the 
petition would look like and circulate.   

 

It was noted that Putney Station is zone 3 going West and zone 2 going East so there maybe a 
consideration for Barnes to do the same. 

 

Agreed it would be impractical to restrict the Zone 2 fare to those arriving by bus from 
Roehampton, as this would only work for journeys from Roehampton to Waterloo, not the return; 
and might also undermine support in Barnes. 

 

Cllr Yates said that she will speak to David Tilley regarding this matter and advised that there 
should be two sets of wording, only a couple of sentences. 

 

 

Cycle Path & Storage 

 

Consultations took place over the Summer, they are trying to help residents navigate around the 
back streets.  Take forward some of the Roehampton routes in phase 1.  Will be taken to the 
Transport Committee on the 19th November.  It was reported that the Bike Hanger programe was 
going well and they have improved cycle storage in the borough. 

 

Resurfacing of Roads and Pavents 

 

It was reported that this is going well but SF noted that some people need to look at the trees as 
some of the roads, one being Priory Lane, you could not walk down it properly because of the 
overgrowth.  

 

5. Food and Nutrition 
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In the past identified as a significant issue. This is a theme area emerging at the Roehampton 
Parish Trust as there is a need for better food security.  JR asked as a Partnership if we wanted 
to get involved in this.  AR brought to JR’s attention the Cost of Living Commission Report which 
also had a focus on Food and Transportation. 
 
AA asked if the Partnership could look at the Lennox Estate rather than just being focused on 
Alton as the Lennox Estate feel left out and JR agreed that this was right to bring to their 
attention. 
 
The group discussed if there was a Box Scheme or Food Scheme in place and if one was 
needed.  Chantelle’s Community Kitchen runs a foodcycle project, is this something that could be 
put in place at the Community centre at Lennox if there is space to do something? 
 
It was noted that Roehampton needs to include the Lennox Estate and Beverley Brook is the 
boundary line.  AR commented that the Foodcycle organisation are looking to expand, they are 
reliant on getting cohert volunteers and looking at other places. 
 
Cllr Yates informed the group that the hall that AA was referring to was the Sheltered Housing 
Club Room but other groups use it and the people who run it were very helpful.   
Action OCT24/09: Cllr Yates to connect with AA so she can be put in touch with the 
organisers at the Sheltered Housing Club.  
 
 
6. Response to Wandsworth Cost of Living Commission Report 
 
JR asked if a short letter should be written in response to the report and asked what priorities we 
want to feed into this.   
 
It was noted that Roehampton has a high ratio of people versus infrastructure.  JR thought it was 
encouraging that Roehampton had been singled out for attention. 
 
TR reminded the group that Mike Jackson came to this meeting last year and acknowledged the 
absence of an appropriate Supermarket in Roehampton.  Since then TR had explored the 
possibility of locating one on university grounds.  It was noted that Aldi and Lidl have strict criteria 
for shop locations.  They usually have three shop sizes but in London have more flexibility and as 
an example they have a primary school above their shops.  It was noted that Clarence Lane 
would not work as a location but Lidl are interested in Roehampton. 
 
It was noted that the Council are looking at where the Library is currently and when the Library 
moves to the Comnmunity hub then a supermarket could go where the library is now. However it 
was noted that car parking would be required, and this might make the Danebury Avenu site 
unworkable.  It might be possible to construct a single building integrating carpark and shop, 
perhaps with flats above as for example in Epsom.  Significant parking will be required and this 
may be something that HTA could look at.   
 
TR had thought about a Supermarket on the North end of campus but they would need access 
but suggested the Hospital as they have already a carpark and access points.  A bigger, better 
Co-op would be an alternative, and it may be that their requirements for parking are less 
stringent. 
Action OCT24/10: AR to draft initial letter, JR to write to Hospital and TR to talk to HTA. 
 
The partnership welcomed the priority given to Roehampton by Wandsworth Council.  Cllr Yates 
confirmed that the Council do have a lot of initiatives in Roehampton, not just for those on low 
incomes.  Cllr Henderson reported that some people have been in temporary housing for over 10 
years. 
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JR confirmed that the ecclesiastical parish of Roehampton is the most deprived in Wandsworth: it 
is also has distinctive challenges owing to its scale, distance from the centre, and being 
surrounded by open country. 
 
AR recommended that the group recognise the good things in the report but how the Council and 
Partners need to take a more strategic approach as there is still a gap.  Maybe a longer term on 
how different services are being delivered and how they will be in the future. 
 
7. Any Other Business  
 
It was noted that for some people in the group it was hard to commit to every meeting but there 
should be in place an expectation that people should try to attend 3 out of 4 meetings per year.  If 
someone cannot attend, to try and send a deputy and AR recognises that the Councillors may 
not be able to attend every meeting but between them they can do a tag team. 
 
There was no other business.  

 

8. Close of meeting 
 
The meeting concluded at 8.57pm. 
 
9. Next Meeting 
 
Tuesday 11th February, Adam Room, Grove House, University of Roehampton, SW15 5PJ. 


