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ROEHAMPTON PARTNERSHIP 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Roehampton Partnership (RP) meeting  
held on Tuesday 4th July 2023 at 7.00 p.m. 
 at the University of Roehampton & Zoom 

 
 
Present: 
  
The Revd.Joshua Rey     -  (Chair) Holy Trinity Church  
Tom Rowson       -  Chief Operating Officer, University of Roehampton  
Councillor Aydin Dikerdem      -         WBC Cabinet lead for Housing   
Deacon Kathy Johnston            -        Vice Chair - Methodist Church 
Pam Harris       - Roehampton Trust 
Natasha Beckwood      -  Focalpoint Opticians  -   by Zoom 
Tessa Shields      -  West Wandsworth PCN  
Marc Newey      -  Chief Executive Roehampton Club  
Councillor Graeme Henderson -       WBC Cabinet Lead for Adult Care and Health, 
Steve Fannon    Western Area Housing Panel     
 
In Attendance:  
Emma Butler (Minute Taker)  
Nieves Carazo  
Tony Arthur  
Lee Roberts 
Sarah Roberts 
 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies  
 
Introductions were made and apologies received from 
Cllr Steffi Sutters 
Cllr Jenny Yates 
Cllr Matthew Tiller 
Cllr Claire Gilbert 
 
2. Minutes  
 
Minutes of the meeting held on 18th April 2023 were reviewed and confirmed.  
 
3. Matters Arising  

There were no matters arising 

 

4. Roehampton Regeneration Masterplan  
 
Received – A verbal presentation from Councillor Aydin Dikerdem (AD) 
 

Building costs have increased by 35% in recent months and the construction industry is very 
challenging with the economy as it is. House prices are not increasing so developers are 
pausing. Thus there would be real challenges in funding the existing Master Plan through 
cross-subsidy, necessitating some change. 
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Planning officers are asking critical questions and challenging changes to the Master Plan, 
which is not unwelcome, in that it will improve the plan, but should ideally not delay progress.  
A strong sense that getting something done in the next few years is very important to local 
people: the Partnership affirmed this, and expressed a willingness to apply pressure where 
this would be helpful in obtaining forward movement.  

 

The ambition is to complete Block A, with a replacement library and youth centre and forty 
homes, along with accelerated external play spaces including improvements to the Activity 
Centre and enhancement of Downshire field, and to progress as rapidly as possible, hoping 
for planning approval May 24, with completion in May 26.  This would be funded in whole or 
in part from general funds, not from the HRA.  There will be a ballot on plans before they are 
enacted.  Partnership expressed some concerns about disruption to existing use of the 
Activity Centre: some users (particularly home schoolers) are concerned about security if the 
fence is lowered. 

 

Beyond the initial phases, will then look at areas where more social housing can be 
provided, perhaps funded out of HRA with cross-subsidy from private development.  Initially 
looking to move Eastwood Nursery to Portswood Place, opening up a large block for building 
along the West side of Roehampton Lane.  Also interested in the area to the West of 
Portswood Place.  JR pointed out that much of this land, including Mt Clare was owned by 
the Methodist Church and currently leased, on leases soon to be renewed, and thought was 
being given to how it might best be used. TR confirmed that it would be a worthwhile 
conversation to have.  

ACTION: JR / TR / KJ to connect AD with Christopher Stephens, Head of Southlands 
College. 

 

Partnership welcomed the determination to make something happen, and also the emphasis 
on public realm in the early stages.   Keen also to progress with elements of place making 
that are not primarily about bricks and mortar.  Transport and other infrastructure is already 
stretched, and needs to be strengthened as more residents come in.  Retail offer needs 
improvement – AD would like ultimately to rebuild the parade of shops on Danebury Avenue 
– but could retail improvements be made more quickly?  AD may bring in an external expert 
to advise on place making.  Partnership would like to be involved in this appointment if 
possible.  Question also raised about the Ibsley Gardens playground which was to have 
been refurbished as planning gain. 

 

Councillors Dikerdem and Henderson left the meeting at 8:27pm 

ACTION: To invite Councillor Dikerdem back again in the new year to have an update  

on how everything has progressed. JR 

 

JR summed up - focus in the right place and forward motion positive; glad that we could 
have an open and collegial discussion without party politics (which have their place, but not 
here); pleased that AD and other senior figures appeared to find the Partnership worth 
engaging with, and keen to build on this.   

ACTION:  A need to give positive input to the planning process.  JR to write a letter of 
support to Councillor Dikerdem expressing our willingness to bring what pressure we 
can to bear on moving the planning process forward.  

 

5. Formal establishment of standing committee 

Agreed to establish a standing committee to aid and guide the chair on agenda setting and 
other activity between meetings.  The following agreed to serve: SF, MN, TR, JY (in 
absentia).  To include Emma Butler and Beth Franklin in standing committee WhatsApp 
group.  JR reiterated thanks to University and Club for their practical support of the 
Partnership. 
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6. Support with communications 

JR now confident that process for formally required comms was in place, with support from 
Club and University.  Need for more effort to publicise the activity of the Partnership.  An A5 
flyer that informs people of what the Partnership does would be helpful.  Also perhaps an 
article in the Voice.  JR can arrange graphic design.  MN will arrange for Club to produce.  
TR suggested caution, as the current scale and tone of meetings was very helpful to positive 
engagement with officials and senior elected leaders.  Agreed.  The Constitution says that it 
is an open meeting and all welcome, but we should not make the meeting too unwieldy.  MN 
suggested we ask people to register their interest in attending beforehand so we can monitor 
numbers. 

ACTION: To bring Public Participation to the next meeting - JR 

 

5. Any Other Business  
 
There was no other business.  
 
The meeting concluded at 20:54 
 
6. Next Meeting: Tuesday 10th October, 7pm-9pm – Garden Room at the Roehampton 
Club, Roehampton Lane SW15 5LR 
 


